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Diabetes is dependent very often upon ‘‘ carking care ” disturbing the liver as 
/Tegards its glycogenic function. 
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Corpulent, gouty persons often pass saccharine urine. 
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THE MICROSCOPE IN THE DikGosis oF DISEASES OF THE SKN" ¥ 


By Ernest Wenpg, M. D., B.S. 


To the general practitioner the diagnosis of skin diseases is often 
a perplexing and irksome matter. This arises chiefly from the nu- 
merous Classifications advanced and from the various appellations 
assigned to the same disorder. 

Yet as further difficulties besetting the diagnosis of cutaneous af- 
fections, we may mention a tardy investigation, the effects of previ- 
ous medication, an unusual form of the same malady, an uncommon 
site of the legion, several well-defined forms infesting the same lo- 


cality, and the constitution of the individual. 


It is also well to bear in mind that diseases may resemble each 
other, that an eruption may alter the appearance during its progress, 
that the usual clinical course may deviate and become irregular, and 
that there may be present distinct and well-marked varieties. 

Should accuracy be aimed at, the physician must be expert in 
the identification of each of them—so that he may not be liable to 
mistake one for another—overlooking nothing that is important to 
the patient, that is essential for successful treatment and for a just 
prognosis. 

To accomplish this frequently demands a careful and 
detailed microscopical examination, in order that a more ra- 
tional observation of the actual changes produced within the tissues 
may be obtained and a better knowledge of the etiological factor 
may be acquired. 

The day of judging disease solely by signsis past. The 
cure on general principles, of combating inflammation, of allaying 
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irritation, has given place to the more sound treatment of the struc. 
tural alteration of the diseased cutis and its source. 

The early views of the naturalists, Reamur and Lin- 
nzus, that many ailments were due to the invasion of the organism 
by germs, was considered but a mere hypothesis until the wonderful 
powers of the microscope revealed their relation to disease; and | 
know no organ of the human frame where the contributions are more 
apparent than in the various disorders of the integument. 

The presence of microcci and bacteria have been demon- 
strated in the eruptive fevers. 

Erysipelas has been traced to a distinct germ. 

In leprosy the bacillus lepree may be utilized before rendering a 
verdict. 

Anthrax, as it occurs in man, a localized yet a spreading 
necrotic condition of the skin and subcutaneous tissue, is occasioned 
by the development in the blood of the bacillus anthracis. 

Glanders, too, within the last few years, has helped to sweil the 
ranks of human evils traceable to a bacterial origin. 

Since the salient diagnostic discovery of the bacillus tubercu- 
losis, further investigations have shown that we also have tubercu- 
losis of the skin in the form of small ulcers having soft, slightly in- 
filtrated and jagged borders generally seated in the vicinity of the 
mouth, anus, vulva, and glands of the phthisical subjects, and un- 
doubtedly due to automoculation. 

Lupus, a disease that remains localized for a number of years, 
and, after considerable destruction and cicatrization of tissue, finally 
disappears, is asserted on good authority to be nothing more or less 
than tuberculosis of the skin. 

Lustgarten, in a recent monograph on the etiology of syphilis, 
recognized a well-characterized baccillus which is destined to be- 
come of the utmost importance in the diagnosis of this complaint as 
soon as a better method of staining is devised. 

The mycoses or fungoid disorders of the skin are easily divisible 
into four principle forms familiarly known as herpes tonsurans, 


favus, pityriasis versicolor and erythrasma. 
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Favus is a disease found mostly upon the scalp, resulting from 
the existence of the achorion schénleinii, a fungus discovered by 
Schénlein, in 1839. It is supposed to be transmitted to the human 
species from some of our smaller domesticated animals, and 
especially from the cat, which becomes inoculated from mice. 

Although well portrayed by its pathognomonic scutelz, or 
favus cups, which are friable crusts varying in size from a pin’s head 
toa pea, or even larger, circular in outline and of a straw color, 
with an elevated periphery and central umbilication usually perfor- 
ated by a hair; yet there are cases where these important and dis- 
tinctive features are lost, necessitating a microscopic examination 
with the intent that a correct idea of the real trouble may be formed. 

A scutella when ground up and investigated is found to consist 
of an admixture of epithelium, pus-cells, fat-globules and various 
débris, among which the parasitic matter is seen to exist in a very 
profuse state, composed of a ramification of an enormous quantity 
of threads, curved equally segmented, and at times branched; also 
an endless number of conidia, many free and others joined end to 
end like strings of beads. 

Herpes tonsurans includes all such ailments as herpes ton- 
surans, vesiculosus, maculosus, and squamosus, herpes tonsurans 
capillitis, sycosis parisitaria, onychomycosis tonsurans and eczema 
marginatum, all of which unite in having a common origin—the 
tricophyton tonsurans, first recognized by Gruby, in 1844. 

There are variations in the appearance of this group of diseases, 
dependent on whether the: parts are covered with hair or not. 

With regard to the detection of the fungi of the different der- 
matomycoses, the epidermis scales, as well as the hair of herpes 
tonsurans and favus should be treated with a solution of potash 
(1to 3), when on the object-glass, whereby the epidermis will swell 
and clear up, rendering the fungi distinctly visible. In the case of 
herpes tonsurans, it is seen to be made up of slender slightly forked 


filaments of mycelium, numerous transparent spores and spore- 
tows, 


As all hairs of the diseased portion are not invaded by the 
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fungus, in some instances not one in fifty, with a view of saving 
time another method, not generally known, may be advantageously 
employed, and especially in the examination of the disintegrated 
hair-shafts of sycosis, that is by first saturating the hair with chlo- 
roform, which will turn all containing the parasite chalk-white, and 
those having this reaction may be further treated with liquor 
potassz and examined. 

Erythrasma simulates pityriasis rubra in cast of counte- 
nance, and eczema marginatum in location. It can be readily de- 
termined, however, by washing a few epidermis scales in alcohol 
followed by the addition of the customary solution of potash, 
which will clearly elucidate its vegetable growth, the microsporon 
minutissimum first described by Von Burchardt. The elements of 
this parasite are exceedingly minute, rather abundant, and generally 
arranged in clusters. 

Pityriasis versicolor, as it is commonly seen in the adult and 
often in those of a phthisical diathesis, is an affection produced by 
the microsporon furfur, fungus brought to light by Eichstedt, in the 
year 1846. 

For the most part it is a disease that appears in variously-sized 
patches of a peculiar yellow or fawn color. At first the spots are 
small, round and distinct, but finally they coalesce, forming large 
fantastic areas well-defined by irregular or roundish borders. 

This spreading discoloration is always confined to those parts 
of the body protected by clothing, and its favorite seat is most 
often the chest. In spite of its individuality as to location, colora- 
tion and configuration, there is probably no disease of the skin 
which is maltreated so repeatedly as pityriasis versicolor. Conse- 
quently, before you consider it “liver spots,” and treat your patient 
for a hepatic derangement, or syphilis, remove a few scales from the 
diseased surface, add your liquor potasse and place them under the 
microscope, when without fail you will get the true meaning in the 
form of many bunches of heaped conidia and a generous bisection 
of numerous pointed filaments. 

The diagnosis of actinomycosis, a disease only of concern to 
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the dermatologist, on account of its accompanying fistulous tracks, 
can be made only by a microscopic examination. Although discov- 
ered within the last decade, it can not be considered altogether rare 
from the number of cases which have been reported. It is caused 
by a ray-fungus, called actinomyces, whose place in the vegetable 
world is still in doubt; yet of late the bulk of evidence seems to 
relegate it to the bacteria. 

As our instruments continue to improve, and as our methods of 
investigation become more perfect, microscopy will add others to 
this list of maladies due to a fungoid origin. Even to-day psoriasis, 
impetigo contagiosa and alopecia areata are seeking admission. 

It-has also been shown that certain morbid conditions of the skin 
depend upon the parasitic existence of lower animals. From our 
present knowledge of the influences which originate these abnormal 
processes, who could dream of the itch without the sarcoptes scabies 
hominis? Who would venture a well-founded diagnosis in cysti- 
cercus cellulose cutis or echinococus cutis without exposing the im- 
mature animal of the former and the rostellum, with its hooklets, of 
the latter? And in the tropics would you not look for the filaria or 
its embryos as the occasion of elephantiasis Arabrum and chyluria? 

Again, quite a diversity of foreign matter setting up irritation or 
bringing on pigmentation may not infrequently be unearthed by an 
adroit use of the microscope. 


For instance, in the connective tissue of argyria the finest par- 
ticles of silver are revealed. In tatooing, the pigment can even be 
traced to the adjoining lymphatic glands, while in chloasma the 
granules productive of this abnormal pigmentary deposit are only 
found in and around the rete cells. 


Furthermore, for the purpose of differentiation in all indefinite 
new formations, especially if considered malignant, the excision of 
asmall portion for a microscopic examination should always be in- 
sisted upon with a view to realize the exact nature of the case under 
consideration; and also with a view to establish a reliable prognosis, 
and to render satisfactory treatment the most important object in 
practical dermatology. 
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ERYTHEMA MULTIFORME—A CLINICAL REPORT. 





By C. E. Waker, M. D., West Henrietta, N. Y. 

In November last Mrs. G consulted me, limping into the 
office; the following is the history. Aged thirty, married; mother of 
one child, anemic and rather scrawny; hair and eyes dark. About 
a week before she had noticed several red spots on her legs; these 
increased in number so rapidly that in a few hours her feet and 
legs were covered with red spots of all sizes from that of a pin-head 
to the size of a large bean. With the full eruption the patient had 
had pains in the knee and ankle joint, which were so sharp as to 
render walking difficult; bowels constipated; appetite poor; not 
much if any fever. At the time I saw her the surface of the ex- 
tremities was smooth and free from all nodules; but the patient 
stated that before the red spots appeared the skin lay in ridges, or 
as she expressed it, “the skin of her legs was all lumps.” 

I gave her Ars. and directed her to call again in a week. At the 
expiration of the week her husband came to the office; said his wife 
was doing well; the spots had all gone; was still lame and wanted 
more medicine. I repeated the prescription of Ars. I heard no 
more of the case until December 19th, when she again came to the 
office apparently in a worse condition than before. The limbs were 
completely covered with the bright red spots. Beneath the. skin 
could be felt the hard nodules as large and as hard as peas. The 
appearance was very striking; the nodes being distinct and separate. 

Examining the spots closely with a hand lens, they were all sizes 
from a mere red point to the size of a large pea.’ None of them had 
any vesicular or pustular appearance, the entire surface being intact; 
the hard nodules were only found beneath the larger spots, and the 
patient complained of soreness when pressure was made upon these. 
There was a slight sense of heat and burning in the skin. No itch- 
ing. Pain in the joints and calf of the leg, which were worse upon 
motion. 

The second crop of the eruption was noticed after getting very 
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tired running a sewing machine. She said she felt a peculiar burn- 
ing sensation in the legs, and in a few hours they were covered with 
the nodular eruption. The pain in the joints was not noticed until 
the eruption was fully out. 

This time I gave her Rhus tox., a lead wash to relieve the burn- 
ing sensation, and directed her to keep quiet and let her sewing- 
machine alone. 

In less than a week she was entirely well—spots and lameness 
having entirely disappeared. 

There have been one or two slight recurrences of the trouble since 
but nothing of any account. 

In reporting this case, I wish to call attention to the following 
points: 

First—The specific term for this case seems to be erythema 
papulatum, one of the. subdivisions of the erythema multi- 
forme. 

Second—Its rapid onset and course. 


Third—Its tendency to recur. 


Fourth—The complete invasion of both lower limbs from toes 
to body. 

Fifth—The cause of the bright oval spots must be a rupture of 
the finer capillaries allowing a true hemorrage into or between the 
layers of the skin. 


Sixth—The rupture of these capillary blood-vessels can be ac- 


complished through changes in the vaso-motor nerves. 


Seventh—If this be true may not the disease be traced to a neu- 
rotic origin, and be classed properly among the neuroses, or func- 
tional nervous disorders? 








—lIn the treatment of diabetic thirst give potassium phosphate 
two parts; water seventy-five parts. A teaspoonful of this is given 
two or three times daily in a little wine or hop tea. 
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A SKETCH OF DERMATOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE. 





By H. Krusr, M. D., Peoria, Ill. 


[Read before the Peoria Academy of Medicine, February 16, 1887.] 

It was quite natural that in the earliest times, diseases of the 
skin, with such striking alterations as changes in the color, form, 
tumors, ulcers and eruptions of various kinds, must have attracted 
the attention of physicians, or, more correctly, of the priests, who 
were then the representatives of the art of healing. Thus we find 
in the earliest writings of the Egyptians, the Hindoos, the Chinese 
and Hebrews, in those ‘parts which treat of medicine and surgery, 
mention is made of skin diseases, their descriptions, terms, and 
modes of treatment. In China, variola was known and inoculation 
of the same was practiced very early. Syphilis was described under 
the name of ulcer of Canton, and treated with precipitate of mer- 
cury. In India, the Agurvada, containing descriptions of diseases 
and their treatment; one particular book, called Sa/ya, treats of ex- 
ternal organic affections, or skin diseases. We find mention there of 
elephantiasis, lepra, variola, urticaria, alopecia, ulcers and bubos. 
In the Egyptian papyrus descriptions are found of different affec- 
tions of the scalp, with mention of remedies for preventing the hair 
from falling out or turning gray. The old Egyptians used hair oils 
and numerous cosmetic compounds. Of the latter, one is especially 
mentioned under the name of ana, being a wonderful remedy “to 
make the skin like gold and ivory and to shine like heavenly stars.” 
The Egyptian physicians continued to have reputation as oculists 
and dermatologists for many years. The Hebrews certainly received 
their knowledge of skin diseases from the Egyptians, and also the 
skin diseases which they brought from Egypt to Palestine, especially 
leprosy, syphilis and scabies. The first mention of those affections 
is made in the third book of Moses, chapters thirteen and fourteen, 
where orders are given for strict separation of those affected with 
zaraath, The later translators of the Bible have, by translating the 
term zaraath by the Greek term lepra, given cause for great con- 
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fusion, because the term lepra was used for scaly skin affections, 
more especially psoriasis, while the term zaraath, according to the 
researches of Kaposi, indicates important, bad diseases; and study- 
ing the above-mentioned chapter, we find that the symptoms point 
to diseases, as leprosy (or elephantiasis of the Greek authors), also 
to syphilis and scabies. , 


DERMATOLOGY. 





By F. E. Daniet, M. D., Austin, Texas. 


[A report read to the Texas State Medical Association, at Dallas.] 

In reviewing the vast field of dermatological practice and that 
of venereal disease, both in Europe and America, for the purpose of 
casting up our net gains for the twelve months and of reckoning 
the real progress made in those important branches of study, we are 
surprised at the great number of small items indicative of progress in 
our knowledge of those diseases and more particularly in their therapy. 

The question as to the limitation of the contagion of 
syphilis is being discussed with a probability of our being able 
ere long to fix a definite limit to the time when one may marry, 
after having been infected with the disease. One of the most im- 
portant contributions to the literature of the subject,*within the 
twelve months, is a paper by Fessenden N. Otis, published in the 
Journal of Cutaneous and Venereal Diseases. 

In that paper Dr. Otis says that the true contagium of 
syphilis has not yet been found; “though for more than twenty 
years microscopists all over the world have been diligently search- 
ing for the syphilitic entity or virus, but without success, notwith- 
standing its alleged discovery has been announced with great pub- 
licity and positiveness from time to time. First, it was a ‘minute 
and peculiar vegetable spore’ (Salisbury); but this, through more 
extended investigation, was found unessential to the development of 
syphilis. It has been displayed to Continental scientists as ‘a 
peculiar property ’ (Lorstorfer), and was accepted for a brief period 
as the veritable contagium of syphilis; but this was soon proved to 
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be but the simple outcome of various forms of cachexia. Then ‘ 
rod-shaped micrococcus’ (Klebs) was brought forward, and claimed 
to be capable of producing lesions resembling late syphilis; but this, 
too, proved to be a failure. 

“More recently, within the past year, it was announced that De 
Lustgarten, of Vienna, had at last discovered the true virus of 
syphilis, in ‘a characteristic bacillus,’ which he described with great 
exactness and circumstantiality. Within a few months, however, in- 
vestigations touching the validity of this discovery were set on foot 
by M. Cornil, of Paris, when it was soon determined that Lustgar- 
ten’s discovery must be relegated to the list of previous failures, 
The bacillus in question, while found frequently associated with 
syphilitic lesions, was not confined to them, but was found in the 
secretions about the prepuce, the pudendum, and the anus, in per- 
sons not syphilitic. 

“It will thus be seen that the disease germ of Beale is the only 
one now in the field which demands consideration as to the con- 
tagium of syphilis.” 

And, again, this author says: 

“We have in the degraded white blood-corpuscle of Beale all 
the necessary attributes to figure effectively as the true contagium of 
syphilis.” 


The author then argues that, as the lesions of syphilis are pro- 


duced by a proliferation of those cell elements, and that, syphilis 
being a disease, essentially, of growth destruction of tissue occur- 
ring only as a result of overgrowth, through which the vessels of 
nutrition of'a part are obstructed, it is only necessary, by proper 
treatment, to arrest this proliferation, which is the active stage of the 
disease, and eliminate the morbific element, to put an end to its con- 
tagiousness; and that'there is no such thing as “tertiary syphilis;” 
the pathological condition generally called “tertiary” being only 
seguelle of the second, or active stage; and that matter taken from 
so-called tertiary lesions is not inoculable—is not capable of pro- 
ducing the disease in a healthy person. Or, to quote the author's 
exact words, “that any syphilitic disease, proven to be such by its 
power to transmit syphilis, has been communicated to healthy per- 
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sons, after the active or so-called secondary stage of the disease has 
passed, there is no well authenticated evidence to prove.” 

With regard to the arrest of the active stage, and the elimination 
of the cell material, just mentioned, and the time during which treat- 
ment should be continued, the author says: “It has, however, now 
come to be understood, practically, that when the accumulations of 
the material which have caused the lesions of the secondary stage 
and the enlargement of the lymphatic glands at various points have 
been eliminated, the disease is, as a rule, no longer contagious; and 
persons, the subjects of syphilis, who have by systematic and thor- 
ough treatment been brought to this conclusion are said to be 
cured.” 

The time during which treatment is recommended by 
various authors to be continued, is pretty uniformly fixed at about 
three years. If, then, the patient has been free from all sign of 
syphilis for one year, he is pronounced cured, and is permitted to 
marry. 

Dr. Otis has startled the medical world by denying the possi- 
bility of the transmission of syphilis directly from the father 
to the fcetus, claiming that the child receives the dsease (as in the 
case of acquiring small-pox, from the mother) or nothing; that it 
inherited the disease, and not the diathesis. His assertion is based 
upon the fact that the syphilitic contagium, or what is said to be the 
contagious element of syphilis, is not found in any of the physio- 
logical secretions; and that the only communication between the 
father and the foetus is through the medium of the spermatozoa, 
This position is being fiercely assailed, as might well be expected. 
The statement of this author is entitled to great weight; and, as the 
subject is of vast importance in legal medicine, no doubt it will 
exert much influence on future opinion. 

As to the treatment of Syphilis, we may say there is some- 
thing new. Dr. Leibrich, of Berlin, gives the preference to the 
“formamide ” of mercury, a treatment introduced by himself in the 
hospitals. The formula he uses is: “ Formic acid, which is repre- 


sented by.,44: When two molecules of oxygen are replaced by 


HH. 
CO,NH2? 


ammonia, we have and when one molecule of hydrogen is 
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replaced by one of mercury, we have .3-ag-ag Which is the symbol 
of, and shows, the chemistry of the formamide of mercury.” 

This, when injected deep into the tissues, causes much less 
chemical reaction than the solution of per-chloride of mercury, or, 
indeed, any other solution heretofore used. Kaposi still prefers 
mercurial inunction, claiming the best results from that method, 
The formamide of mercury is becoming popular, the results claimed 
for it being something extraordinary. A one-per-cent. solution in 
distilled water is the strength recommended; and, of this, about 
fifteen minims are injected hypodermically into the muscles of the 
nates every second day. No pain is caused; nor are abscesses apt 
to form, though the needle is plunged deeply into the tissue, 
When the needle is withdrawn, the part should be rubbed briskly 
with the hand to diffuse the fluid through the cellular tissue. In 
cutaneous affections of a syphilitic character, this treatment causes 
a rapid disappearance of the eruption; and from twelve to eighteen 
injections only are required. 

Chancres are treated with iodoform, preferably, and very gen- 
erally, till nearly healed, then covered with emplastrum hydrargyri. 

Pyrogalic acid, in the proportion of one part to five or six of 
bismuth or starch, has been recommended, though, as to that, pyro- 
galic acid has had a run recently, and has been tried in every thing, 
since introduced by Jarisch seven years ago, and experimented with 
by Vidal in skin diseases. Whenever a caustic is required, this acid 
seems to be useful. 

Pepsine has recently come into use as a favorable treatment for 
chancre and chancroid, upon what principle I can not say, though 
good results are claimed for it. 

An important innovation however, in the treatment of chancre, is 
its destruction by electrolysis, as proposed very recently by Dr. G. 
H. Fox. Dr. Fox says the idea is original, and was suggested as 
a substitute for excision; the effect of excision being purely local, 
and there is doubt, always, as so whether the entire diseased mass is 
removed; whereas, electrolysis has a destructive action on the virus 
beyond the seat of the actual destruction of tissue. 

Buboes are freely incised, as soon as pus forms: then the ante- 
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rior is scraped with a sharp spoon, and the part dressed with iodo- 
form and covered with salicylic acid. 

Injecting the bubo with strong carbolic acid just prior to sup- 
puration, at first recommended by Dr. Morse K. Taylor, has been 
revived; and, in the Medical News for January, Dr. Philip F. 
Harvey reports ten cases successfully treated by that method. 

A new feature in practice is the treatment of acne by the 
daily introduction of a cold steel sound into the urethra. Dr. 
Denslow, of St. Paul, at the last meeting of the American Derma- 
tological Association, gave an account of a number of cases coming 
under his observation in which there were reflex conditions, asso- 
ciated with such conditions of the urethra as contracted meatus, 
stricture, and sensitiveness of the prostatic urethra. In these cases, 
removal of the urethral trouble produced an alleviation or cure of 
the affection to which attention had been directed, and the doctor 
reported four cases of acne in which this treatment was successful. 
Other have had similar experiences. 

Speaking of acne, somehow the bromide of arsenic has ac- 
quired a reputation of being almost a “specific for pimples,” and on 
the authority of Piffard, as alleged—and recently, an article to that 
effect went the rounds of the American medical press. But Dr. 
Piffard denies having made the assertion. He finds, however, bro- 
mide of arsenic serviceable in the pustular form of acne and uses a 
one-per-cent. solution in alcohol. Of this he gave one or two minims 


{not drops)—one hundredth to one fiftieth of a grain—in a wine-glass 


full of water, two or three times a day. As between sulphide cal- 
cium and bromide of arsenic in acne, the latter should be preferred, 
according to this authority, in cases of a lymphatic character, and 
the former in those of a more florid type. The best local treatment 
for this very troublesome affection is hot water—as hot as can be 
borne—applied by sponge or cloth, wrung out, and pressed to the 
engorged parts, after evacuating the sebum, or, in the pustular form, 
the pus. 

Bacterium (Decalvan) of Non-Syphilitic Alopecia Areata 
—about the last disease in the world one would have supposed to 
be caused by a microbe. At a late meeting of a German Society, 
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Professor Von Schlen called attention to his having made cultures 
of characteristic micro-organisms, taken from a typical case of alope- 
cia areata. He carefully eliminated all sources of doubt arising 
from a possible mistake of the disease for tinea tonsurans, with 
which it is most frequently confounded, and maintained that these 
cocci are both constant and pathognomonic of that disease. He 
succeeded in producing areas of baldness in animals by inoculation 
with the organisms, a pure culture of which had been successfully 
obtained. 

Prior to this discovery, it had been ascertained, experimentally, 
that remedies possessing parasitical properties were serviceable in 
this form of baldness, and especially chrysorobin. The existence 
of a micrococcus as the etiological factor may explain the good re- 
sults of the drug. ; 

Apropos of chrysophanic acid: after long controversy, and much 
patient experiment and observation, chrysophanic acid is acknowl- 
edged to be the safest, surest and best remedy we have, so far as is 


known, for the treatment of the vexatious malady, psoriasis. 


Vidal, of Paris, first used pyrogalic acid in psoriasis, and reported 
favorable results, when it at once became popular, and, like all new 
remedies, it had a rise, progress, and decline. It was found—al- 
though effective in many cases—to be attended with danger, and, 
unless carefully guarded, to be capable of producing alarming symp- 
toms, and even death. It suddenly fell from its high place, and the 
post of honor has been, by common consent, awarded to the former 
article—the chrysorobin—as a cure for psoriasis. The beneficial 
effects of this drug are not, however, confined to the treatment of 
psoriasis; but in all parasitic, and many non-parasitic diseases, it is 
almost a specific. One of the most important therapeutic advances 
of the year is the combination of chrysophanic acid with traumati- 
cine, for which we are indebted to Ausspitz, though to Dr. R. W. 
Taylor, of New York, belongs the credit of having solved the prob- 
lem of the application of chrysophanic, pyrogalic and salycilic acid, 
and other useful parasiticides, by the introduction of what is called 
fixed dressings. This method of application, while retaining the 
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remedy in position in contact with the disease, and excluding the 
air, also obviates the very serious objection to chrysophanic acid— 
its property of staining everything with which it comes in contact. 
Dr. W. T. Alexander found this preparation a specific for trycophy- 
losis capitis in hospitals, either with or without epilation. The ap- 
plication is harmless, there being no danger of cutaneous absorp- 
tion; the only caution to be observed is in applying this acid about 
the face, as it is apt to produce a violent conjunctivitis. And again, 
Dr. Fox proposes an improvement. He says an ethereal solution of 
caoutchouc (in Squibbs’ ether) is much better than the traumaticine 
or the collodion solutions, the ether being less irritating than the 
chloroform, which forms the solvent in the former preparation, while 
the caoutchouc is more elastic than the collodion. 

The long controversy as to ¢he relation of lupus vulgaris to tuber- 
culosis, has, apparently, been settled by the detection of the tuber- 
culosis bacillus (by Koch) in flaps of lupous tissue, and, subse- 
quently, the successful cultivation of the bacilli outside of the 
human body, and by producing lasting general tuberculosis in the 
tissues of some of the lower animals by injecting them with these 
culture fluids. Lupus, then, is local tuberculosis; though, accord- 
ing, to Reihl, there are four distinct forms of disease of the skin 
which must be designated tuberculous. The first is the miliary 
tuberculosis, first described by Jarisch, which is to be regarded as 
true tuberculosis; the others are scrofuloderma and lupus vulgaris. 
To these Reihl would add, now, a fourth. In the Weiner Medical 
Presse, November, 1885, he describes what he calls a new variety of 
tuberculosis of the skin; but, from its clinical features, it does not 
seem to differ from scrofuloderma, as described by Duhring in the 
third edition of his work; and it, no doubt, belongs to that class. A 
writer on this subject says: ‘ While it can no longer be denied that 


lupus is a tuberculosis of the skin, tuberculosis of the skin is not 
lupus.” 


Of new therapeutic agents which have lately been introduced 
into dermatological practice and found favor, in addition to the 
formamide of mercury, in syphilis and syphilitic dermatoses, may be 
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prominently mentioned resorcin, which has been found highly bene. 
ficial. M. Ihle (Monobschiftie fiir Praktisch Dermatolozie, Decem. 
ber, 1885) reports favorable results in a number of cutaneous dis. 
eases. In acute eczema it is rather too irritating; but in the chronic 
forms it acts beneficially by removing the thickened skin, etc. It is 
employed in the form of an ointment, in strength varying from five 
to fifty per cent. In parasitic diseases, such as tinea tonsurans 
tinea sycosis, etc., due to the trichophyton fungus, it acts promptly, 
and may, Dr. Ihle says, be regarded as a specific. It is also useful 
in tinea versicola and eczema marginatum, and in seborrhea. An 


ointment of resorcin, five to ten parts; olei ricini, forty-five parts; 


spirits vini, 150 parts; balsam Peru, 0.5, rubbed in daily witha 
flannel rag or sponge, will allay the itching in the latter disease, and 
in pityriasis, and arrest the falling of the hair. The strong astrin- 
gent and drying properties of resorcin render it peculiarly service. 
able in accuminated warts, and in syphilitic condylomata. It is 
also useful in those cases of psoriasis where chrysophanic acid and 
pyrogalic acid are not well borne; and on account of the danger of 
conjunctivitis in connection with the use of chrysophanic acid about 
the face, just pointed out, resorcin is preferable for application 
about the mouth, nose and eyelids; as well, also, on account of its 
lack of odor. One case at least of epithelioma of the face is reported 
cured by the local use of resorcin alone. 

There are other new remedies worthy of mention; among them, 
particularly so, is ichthyol or the salts of ichthyo-sulphonic acid. 
This substance is procured from a mineral oil rich in sulphur, which 
is obtained from a bituminous, calcareous slate. The preparation 
known as sulpho-ichthiol-ammonium, which is readily soluble in 
water, and is harmless, has a favorable effect in pityriasis, seborrhea- 
sicca, ichthyosis and the desquamation which follows the acute ex- 
anthemata. 

Another new acid preparation is procured from ergot; and being 
supposed to be the gangrene-producing element, is called by Unna 
—who, I believe, first used it—sphacelinic acid. This remedy has 
a marked influence over local hyperzemia of the skin and is used 
successfully in rosacea and kindred affections. 
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Electricity in Post Partum Hemorrhage. 





ELECTRICITY IN POST PARTUM HEMORRHAGE. 





3y Ropert J. Preston, A. M., M. D., Abingdon, Va. 


Of the many exigencies that a physician is called to meet in the 
role of accoucheur, none, I think, is more trying than severe post 
partum hemorrhage. When this appalling catastrophe befalls the 
lying-in woman, with its sudden onset, with the life-blood pouring 
from the veins, rapidly blanching the countenance and paralyzing 
all the vital energies, the accoucheur in anxiety and fear eagerly 
grasps at any and every reliable means to quickly arrest the flow and 
ward off impending death. Most of us know the exigencies of such 
an hour, and with what boldness, and often with what trepidation 
we must seize the helm and work for the life of our patient. In the 
first place, as inertia or flaccidity of the uterus is by far the pre- 
ponderating cause, and as the great majority of remedies are directe 
tothe removal of this one cause, we shall limit ourselves to the con- 
sideration of this condition. 

The main object of all remedies is to excite muscular con- 
traction of the uterus, and thereby constrict or tie up the patulous 
orifices of the uterine sinuses. What quicker or more powerful 
excitant of muscular contraction have we than e/ectricity? In de- 
pressed vital conditions, when other remedies must fail, this agent 
cannot fail. As we all know, so long as molecular life exists in the 
tissues, muscular contraction will respond to a current of electricity. 

It has been objected to this remedy (as also to other remedies) 
that it is not always at hand. But now that we have such excellent 
portable batteries, and as but a weak current is needed, how easy it 
is for the accoucheur, especially in those cases predisposed to 
post partum hemorrhage (which we we all meet with occasionally), 
always to have a small battery at hand ready for use. (Grefe’s bat- 
tery is an excellent and cheap one.) With such at hand in these 
cases I confess to a feeling of confidence and security which noth- 
ing else gives to me. 

Another advantage of this remedy is that while other remedies 
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are transient in their¢xcitant action upon the muscular coat of the 
uterus, and often depressing in their effect upon the system, this is 
constant in its action and tonic in its effect. A weak current 
of electricity can be kept up for hours, if necessary, through the 
uterus, thereby securing permanent contraction, while the nervous 
system is at the same time being toned up and strengthened by its 
action. Time and opportunity thus afforded in alarming cases for 
the administration of other stimulants and restoratives, may often 
tell quickly and favorably upon the issue of life and death, hanging, 
as it were, in the balance. 

Another great advantage which I claim ior this remedy—in these 
days when bacteria, bacilli, micrococci, etc., seem almost omnipres- 
ent, ready to enter through any available avenue and set up in the 
system septicemia and other dreaded diseases—is that there need 
be ‘no intra-uterine or intravaginal medication. One pole of the 
battery placed beneath the sacrum and the other above the symphy- 
sis pubis will insure a current directly through the uterus and cause 
immediate contraction, thereby expelling clots and other non-adher- 
ent extraneous matter more effectively than any other means.— 
Virginia Medical Monthly. 








Coffee and Pruritus.—Especially the pruritus ani and pruritus 
vulvz are very annoying complaints, which not seldom make those 


suffering from them feel wretched. The observation has frequently 
been made that a rich and highly seasoned diet, sometimes the eat- 
ing only of certain aliments, decidedly aggravates the intolerable 
itching. But recently Brown-Sequard made a discovery which will 
surprise many a practicing physician, and serve to explain the often 
so stubborn character of this troublesome disease. He found that 
in several instances the drinking of coffee directly produced the 
pruritus. 

‘Two very nervous patients were especially observed by him for 
the purpose of investigating this effect of coffee. He convinced 
himself in both cases that between the appearance of the itching 
and the drinking of coffee existed a definite relation, so that when- 
ever the patients had taken a larger quantity than they had been in 
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the habit of drinking, the pruritus at once increased in severity. 
Still more to prove the relation of cause and effect between the 
coffee and pruritus, he forbade the use of coffee totally. The result 
was as expected by him; the itching in both instances ultimately 
vanished completely. 

If we remember that the vast majority of patients habitually use 
coffee, at least for breakfast, and provided that this auxiliary aliment 
produces pruritus, we cannot wonder why the disease proved so re- 
bellious in so many cases. Even should coffee not directly cause 
the complaint, it surely aggravates it, and it may be well, therefore, 
totally to interdict its use in cases of pruritus ani or vulve.—JAedt- 
cal and Surgical Reporter. 








Disinfection of the Hands.—Referring to the fact that after 
autopsies in certain cases, such as puerperal peritonitis and typhoid 
fever, the fingers remain impregnated for hours with a fetid odor, of 
which they cannot be deprived by repeated washing, Duclos states, 
in the Revue de Thérapeutique, that this can be instantaneously 
removed by the use of the potassic permanganate and the sodic 
bisulphite. The permanganate may be employed in the proportion 
of 5 to 1000, or 5 to 100, and the commercial solution of the bisul- 
phite diluted with five parts of water. The method advised is as 
follows: First thoroughly wash the hands with soap and water; 
then in the permanganate solution, the time varying according to its 
strength, two minutes being sufficient if the solution be concen- 
trated; the hands are then placed in the solution of the bisulphite, 
and they become at once white, the discoloration caused by the per- 
manganate instantly disappearing. 

Duclos claims that this method not only completely removes 
the repulsive odor, but also thoroughly disinfects the hands, and 
that it will prove useful to both surgeons and accoucheurs. So far 
as the latter class is concerned, they have no business with post- 
mortem examinations of infectious cases; and doubtless should the 
plan advised by Duclos be employed by them they ought to add to 


it the careful and thorough use of the nail-brush, to be followed by 


dipping the hands in asolution of corrosive sublimate 1 to 1000. 
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aE PITY OF. IT. 

The January number of the INVEsTIGATOR contained an edito- 
rial, it will be remembered, in which attention was called to certain 
absurd therapeutical vagaries, and we especially noted the inconsis- 
tency of such non-homeeopathic principles being advocated bya 
member of a society of purists boasting their strict adherence to the 
fundamental homeopathic doctrine. Within a few days we received 
the following letter without date: 

Physicians and Surgeons’ Investigator: 

Mr. Epitor: I see that you have published a quotation from Dr. Swan's 
list with ulterior reference to the International Hahnemannian Association. As 
President of that organization I desire to state the I. H. A. should not be held 
responsible for the private acts of a single member. Please take us on our accepted 
principles, and not on a ‘‘trade list” of a member. I have never read a sinister 
quotation in your paper reflecting on the American Institute. Why should the 
one escape and the other not ? J. T. Kent. 

We had no intention in the innocent paragraph to which Presi- 
dent Kent refers of expressing any critical opinion on the In- 
ternational Hahnemannian Association, but we find it difficult to 
decline an invitation so courteously and cordially extended, and we 
will take the association on its accepted principles. We supposed 
that we were justified in considering that Dr. Swan’s ideas were 
endorsed by the society of which he has been a prominent member 


since its organization, because his astonishing theories concerning 
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a potentization ”? of nosodes and innocuous substances were as well 


known and pronounced years ago as they are to-day. Yet notwith- 
standing the fact he has since its organization been an active member 
of the association, having read papers at its meetings and partici- 
pated in its discussions, so far as we can learn from the official 
report, not one word of protest was made when an essay upon this 
subject was read at a regular meeting. On the contrary, from the 
volume of Transactions now lying before us, we find that many of 
the writers take especial pains to indicate that the preparation em- 
ployed is the ¢. m. or d. m. of Swan. When the pamphlet from which 
we quoted, in addition to these facts, bore the same mystical sym- 
bols as those which grace President Kent’s letter-head, we felt 
fully jutsified in assuming that the work carried with it the asso- 
ciation’s endorsement. We were under the impression that the 
report before a medical society of an alleged successful employment 
of a preparation implied some measure at least of confidence in it 
and its compounder. It is with surprise, therefore, that we notice 
that a prominent member of the association who reports a uferine 
polypus cured in a week with teucreum m, m, Swan now writes in a 
letter which we are permitted to see, that “in consequence of 
Swan’s published vagaries bearing the seal of the I. H. A., that 
association is disgraced.’’ This, together with President Kent's 
tardy repudiation after numerous meetings of the association, would 
seem to indicate that it is quite proper to use the stuff, but disgrace- 
ful to let it be known to adverse critics because this renders the 
association ridiculous. 

President Kent tells us that he has never read a “ sinister quota- 


tion in our paper reflecting upon the Institute.”” Probably not, for two 
reasons: first, we quote nothing of a sinister character! and second, 
President Kent does not subscribe for “our paper.” If, however, 
he will borrow the February number he will learn that we then gave 
to the Institute a like affectionate chiding to that which we now 
bestow upon the association, and for the same reason—our fondness 
for both. We feel that true progress can come only from an honest 


and fearless recognition of deficiencies and weaknesses. This 





86 Editorial. 





should come from friends, not from foes, and the flatterer is no true 
friend. The question of posology is an open one, and concerning 
that we have at this time nothing to say—but we have no place in 
homeopathic practice for that unknown quantity represented by 
Finke and Jernzchen and Swan. 

We respect the intent of men who, dissatisfied with eclectic poly- 
pharmacy, seek a better way, but even they can not claim that abso- 
lute truth has been established; and in seeking it their place is 
within, not without the profession. It is not by seggregation but by 
united effort that errors can be eliminated and facts substantiated. 

Progress can never result from the union of a little body of men 
determined to strengthen and establish preconceived beliefs. 
Antagonistic criticism is essential to the evolution of occult truths, 
and the pity of it is that earnest intelligent men cannot work side by 
side with those not like minded, for from the honest differences of 
opinion the truth must at last prevail. 








WITH KIND REGARDS. 

The partiality of over indulgent friends frequently leads them 
to exaggerate our virtues, to extenuate our failings, and to speak in 
tones of cordial commendation when judicious criticism might the 
better enable us to recognize our errors and correct our faults, 
While we appreciate and gratefully acknowledge the kindly and 
encouraging words with which our efforts have been received we 
would express equally our obligations to those who have withheld 
neither counsel nor criticism, He isa truer friend who points out 
our faults than he who lauds our virtues, for the one is a stimulus 
to renewed exertion—the other an excuse for inglorious self-suff- 
ciency. Among the many expressions, complimentary and other- 
wise, which we have received, the following is not without interest: 


NEw York, January 27, 1886. 
To the Author of ‘‘ The Humor of It.” 

Enclosed I send 15 cents in stamps for a copy of the Physicians and Surgeons’ 
Investigator, Vol. VIII., No. 1, that contains a notice without name of my cata- 
logue. It is interesting as showing your ability to write on a subject of which you 
are profoundly ignorant. Which is inexcusable in the editor of a so-called 
Homeeopathic journal, 
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I hope that you will reflect that sossibly ‘‘ there are more things in heaven 
and earth than e’er were dreamed of in your philosophy”; and also that ‘‘ exper- 
ience displaces theory.” 


Yours sincerely, SAMUEL SWAN. 
We had designed “ making it interesting” for Dr. Swan, and we 
are gratified and flattered to receive from him this cordial acknowl- 
edgment of our success. 
We will reflect upon the possibility suggested, and we are as- 
sured that it would be a remarkable experience that would not “dis- 
place’? such an astounding theory as that of unlimited potentization 


of nosodes. 
* * * * * 


The second is anonymous, but the exquisite diction—the charm- 
ing metaphor—and the unselfish counsel compel us to forego our 
usual custom and give place to it in our columns, It is dated from 
“Missing Link.” Our first impression—that the writer, with char- 
acteristic originality, had reversed the usual method by placing his 
signature at the beginning instead of at the end of his letter, was 
probably an error. The communication is as follows: 

Missing Link. 
F. P. L. & Co. 
What do you ‘‘ mean’ 


’ 


in writing of the Olean meeting, where you speak of 
“both schools” as being represented, etc.? I, for one, am a little curious about 
your curious ‘‘queer” interpretation of what constitutes liberality in Buffalo, 
““Ne- Yok.” It certainly very illy becomes you to quote Dr. Holmes in your 
criticisms of ‘‘ Allopathic enterprise,” after repudiating the ‘‘ Catholic idea,” (?) 
eclecticism. 

Oh, the meanness of some who account themselves liberals. After all, there is 
nothing more #/liberal than self-styled LIBERALITY!! Give us Catholic medi- 
cine,—practical medicine,—medicine in its shirt-sleeves, or give us a rest, or else 
give Brayton the oar. Out with your miserable casuistry—chaff; we have need of 
something better—something more in harmony with the age. 

P.S. For Publication. AN ECLECTIC. 


We would express to our esteemed correspondents the obliga- 
tions under which they have placed us. They compel us to recog- 
nize the fact that “this is not flattery; these are counselors that 
feelingly persuade us what we are.” 
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MAKE THE PUNISHMENT FIT THE CRIME. 

We are in receipt of a circular entitled ‘Cause, Effect and 
Cure,” advocating the castration of confirmed criminals, “and thus 
by preventing their begetting offspring to remove the great source 
from which the criminal class is recruited.’””’ The hereditary trans- 
mission of debasing qualities is no longer a matter of speculation, 
for it has been as surely demonstrated that humanitarians and phil- 
anthropists can no more be bred from thieves and harlots than 
grapes can be gathered from thorns or figs from thistles. 

If, however, in the cause of justice it is proper to deprive the 
male criminal of his testicles, it is equally right to take from the 
depraved female her ovaries. If one debased woman had been so 
treated a century ago, the entire Jukes family with its innumerable 
progeny of murderers, thieves and prostitutes, would never have 
been known. We can imagine, however, the enthusiasm with which 
our friends the gynecologists would receive this proposition and 
the rivalry for official positions that now go begging! Modest 
notices might be seen in the INVESTIGATOR announcing that: 


DR. BLANK, 


PENITENTIARY PHYSICIAN, 


: Will receive classes of ten in antiseptic: 
laparotomy. ae 


DR. DASH, 
JAIL SURGEON, 


: Will make daily Sophrectomies after Mr. : 
Lawson Tait. Advanced students al-: 
lowed to operate. : 


The general spaying that would result ought to satisfy our most 
sanguinary operators, and might be advantageous in diverting atten- 
tion from the ovaries of respectable females. 





Correspondence. 


Correspondence, 





OUR FOREIGN LETTER. 





Antiseptics—Nussbaum’s Clinic—Scrotal Hernia—Skin Grafting, Etc. 


MUNCHEN, January 23, 1887. 

Dear Doctor: I have intended for some time writing to you as 
I promised, but have waited for matters of sufficient surgical value 
to interest the readers of the INVESTIGATOR, for even in the great 
clinics new modes and methods are not of frequent occurrence. 
In the service of Professor Nussbaum, who by the way is an excep- 
tionally gifted surgeon, we have the usual round of amputation, 
excission, fractures and ulcers. The special features of this clinic 
are cleanliness, antisepsis and after-treatment, and the results, it is 
needless to say, are exceedingly good. Liisterism is employed in all 
larger operations, but the carbolic spray and rubber protective 
dressing is usually dispensed with in smaller ones. Every wound is 
sprinkled with iodoform before the gauze pads and bandages are 
applied. Less effort is made to procure healing by first intention 
here than in America. Many wounds which we would suture im- 
mediately are here packed with iodoform gauze and allowed to 
granulate. 

Of course the principle features of each operation are like all 
others of the same class, but the details differ— enough, possibly, to 
make a brief report of a few of them interesting. 

The following illustrating Nussbaum’s Radical Operation 
for Irreducible Scrotal Hernia, occurred in a man of twenty- 
eight. Had existed several years—exact time unknown. Patient 
chloroformed, parts shaved, scrubbed with soap and water, and 
corrosive sublimate solution y3'55. Incision begun by transfixing 
flaps of skin at the base of the scrotum, and prolonged to an external 
abdominal ring. The tunica vaginalis was then opened on a director 
and all bleeding vessels ligated. Now, the hernia sac was opened 
on a director, disclosing a blue coil of intestine six to eight inches in 
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length, which could not be reduced by taxis. The left forefinger 
was then inserted into the abdominal ring and a hernia knife passed 
up upon it and the ring incised slightly. The intestine was then 
washed with corrosive sublimate solution and returned to the ab- 
dominal cavity. A large flap of omentum was ligated and cut off, 
Now the hernia sac was ligated at the ring with strong cat-gut and 
cut off; also atits junction with the serous sac of the testicle, and 
removed. Capillary oozing was stopped by a temporary tampon of 
hydrogen peroxide, drainage-tubes inserted and sutured into the 
wound to keep it in place, and the scrotum sewed up. Carbolic 
solution 5% was then syringed through the drainage-tube until it 
came out clean; the wound sprinkled with iodoform and pressure 
made by gauze padding and bandage. 

Skin-Grafting for Contracture of Flexure Muscles of the 
Hand in the Fore-Arm. The hand was fixed in the extreme 
flexed position, and had resisted efforts at manipulation and exten- 
sion. A transverse incision was made across the anterior surface of 
the fore-arm, about the junction of the upper and middle thirds, 
two and one-half inches in length and extending about three-fourths 
inches into the muscles. The hand was then extended, the traction 
on the tissues transforming the incision into an oval wound about 
one and one-half inches wide. Beginning at the inner end of this 
wound an oval flap of skin was dissected up from the fore-arm, ex- 
tending longitudinally downward, leaving a small pedicle at its upper 
extremity. This was then twisted on its pedicle, applied to the first 
wound and sutured in position, after having stopped all bleeding by 
peroxide of hydrogen application. Both wounds were then sprinkled 
with iodoform and antiseptic dressing and bandage applied, the hand 
being extended on a flat palmar splint. 

Treatment of Ulcer of the Leg by Grafting Skin of a 
Frog. Patient a man of fifty. Ulcer about five inches in diameter, 
dark red and covered with exuberant granulation. The surface of 
the ulcer, after being washed in carbolic solution, was thoroughly 
scraped with a sharp curette. A wad of cotton soaked in peroxide 
of hydrogen was laid on for two minutes, until all bleeding was ar- 
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rested. The pieces of skin were from one half to one centimeter 


square, cut from the legs and body of the frog, dipped into carbolic 
solution and applied to the ulcer to the number of twenty. The 
whole was then covered with perforated oil silk and the customary 
gauze bandage. 

I saw this operation repeated several times, for ulcers in different 
localities. At Prof. Augerer’s clinic I saw the attempt made to 
graft the lining skin or membrane of an egg-shell on an ulcer, but it 
was unsuccessful. . 

Now let me tell you how Prof. Nussbaum treats carcinoma of 
the cervix uteri. The woman is placed in the lithotomy position 
and chloroformed. A digita/ examination is made, a sharp curette 
introduced, and the surface of the cervix scraped off—all in the 
dark, no speculum being employed. The debris is washed out, a 
wooden cylindrical speculum introduced, and what remains of the 
cervix is fired with hot pokers, heated in a charcoal forge. As an 
aid in introducing the speculum, a round stick is introduced into the 
os uteri and the speculum slid in on it, or over it; as the professor 
says, “so as to be sure and get the cervix in the mouth of the specu- 
lum!’’ But then he is a general surgeon and not a gynecologist. 

He showed us a very clever device a few days ago; an instru- 
ment, or rather a set of instruments for examining different organs, 
and by light furnished by a miniature electric light in each instru- 
ment.. There were nasal and aural specula, laryngoscope, cesophago- 
scope, catheter, instrument for examining the uterine cavity, etc. 
In a small hollow in the instrument is a loop of platinum wire 
covered by glass about one-half centimeter in diameter. This 
heated to incandescence by the electrical current furnishes the light. 
Around the cavity containing the wire is a hollow space, through 
which a stream of cold water is run by means of two rubber tubes, 
so preventing the instrument from becoming heated. The arrange- 
ment was quite ingenious, but rather awkward to handle on account 
of the wires, tubes, etc. 

I’ve seen a great many good operations here, such as ovariotomies, 
removal of the breast, carcinomata and other tumors, necrosed 
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bones, etc., all of which make interesting and instructive opera. 
tions, but presenting few unusual features. 
* * * * * * * 

I have just reveled in surgery. Nussbaum has two or three 
large operations daily, and Augerer three times weekly, besides a 
daily surgical polyclinic, with an average attendance of forty or 
fifty patients. I have gone to Winckle’s gynecological medical 
clinic and. Amann’s special course, and Ziemssen’s medical clinic, so 
the days are necessarily busy ones. In Leipzig I am going to dissect 
and operate on the cadaver. 

Theirsch is in Leipzig and as he is an original sort of man I 
hope to get something for you there. 

Fraternally yours, 
Gro. T. MosELey. 


Book Aotices. 





OXYGEN IN THERAPEUTICS. By C. E. Ehinger, M. D. W. A. Chatterton & Co. 
Publishers, Chicago. 


In this little work Dr. Ehinger combines his experience with that 
of Wallian and other workers in the oxygen field, and gives it to the 
public as a handy guide to investigators. The author is an enthu- 
siast in his specialty, and it strongly shows in his collection of 
cases; that there is a fertile field here for cultivation, no thinking 
man can doubt, but we are not so sanguine as to its being sucha 
cure-all as one would be led to think from a perusal of this volume. 
Our only objection to the work is that it was not bound in paper so 
as to sell at a quarter the price asked, our reasons being that new 
facts in this branch are coming forward so fast that this book will be 
crowded out in a few months. 








The Druggists’ Circular says that a shrub is reported to have 
been discovered in Colombia, the juice of which is such a powerful 
hemostatic that the surgeon’s knife smeared with it may sever blood- 
vessels without causing hemorrhage. 
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A Simple Method of Extirpating Sebaceous Tumors,— 
Dr. C. Lauenstein, of Hamburg, describes as follows a simple 
method for removing sebaceous tumors: 

After the skin about the tumor-has been cleaned and shaved I 
make, for example, on the occiput, at the lowest point of the base 
of the tumor, where the skin and the capsule are separated, a radi- 
cal cut from one to one and one-half centimeters in length, through the 
skin. Through this slit Iinsert the small handle of the knife em- 
ployed, or some other similar instrument, between the skin and the 
sac, which is done with a facility proportioned to the size of the 
tumor. I then make a number of advancing right and left move- 
ments with the handle, and easily separate the skin and sac from 
one another in this way. 

The elasticity of the atheromatous tumor renders it easy, in a 
few seconds, to separate almost the entire circumference. The skin 
is next cut through with the scissors, from the slit upward, and the 
tumor completely turned out. It remains then to attend to stitching 
and drainage.—Deutsche Med. Zeitung; Amer. Prac. and News, 
February 8, 1887. 








Conium Baths in Eczema.—T wo cases were treated by these 
baths, and the results were found to be excellent. In the first case 
—a young man aged twenty—the complaint had lasted for eight 
months, and the legs and arms were covered with a leeting angry red 
eczematous rash. The itching was intense, and various local appli- 
cations which were used failed in any way to relieve this. A month 
after admission two handfuls of conium leaves were placed in a 
tepid bath, and the patient was ordered to lie in this for twenty 
minutes. The result was satisfactory. The same night the patient 
slept well. The baths were continued for a week, and at the ex- 
piration of that time scales began to form, and the itching entirely 
disappeared. In another week he was dismissed with his skin whole. 
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In the second case, the eczema was of three weeks’ duration, 
The redness on the arms and legs was very marked, and the itching 
was described by the patient as being intolerable. He was immedi- 
ately ordered a bath similar to the one previously mentioned, and 
the same relief was experienced. It was continued for a week, and 
the man was dismissed completely recovered in fourteen days. He 
complained on one or two occasions of a numb feeling followed by 
tingling after having used the baths. In giving conium baths it is 
advisable to cover the bath with oiled silk, leaving the head bare, 
In this way there is no chance of headache from the inhalation of 
the conium vapor.— The Pacific Record. 








Cure for Tarantula Bites.—At the meeting of the Texas 
Medical Society, held April 29, the most remarkable paper read was 
one by Dr. Briggs, of Fort Worth, who cited a case of a patient who 
was bitten by the deadly Texas tarantula, and was cured by Dr. 
Briggs by the application of a liquid made from the bugle weed. 


His information concerning the virtues of this plant was derived 
from the Cherokee Indians, who would with impunity allow the 
poisonous rattlesnake to bite them, counteracting the effects by mas- 
ticating large quantities of the bugle weed and swallowing the juice. 





Hews and Miscellany. 


Dr. Chas. S. Albertson, a homceopathic physician, entered the 
civil service examination for district physician, held last month. 
Dr. A. easily lead the large field of allopaths, standing first in 
acquirements; but, having been a resident of the city only ten 
months, while the rules require a year, he was disqualified. 





—Wouldn’t this be a good time to pay your subscriptions to the 
INVESTIGATOR? Come, ye delinquents, think it over! 

—Always read the advertisements. The intelligent physician 
who wishes to keep up with the times cannot afford to do other- 
wise. And, in corresponding with advertisers do not fail to mention 
this journal. 
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An Open Letter. 
Ne ne ae aver a LEN Ue Sn 
AN OPEN LETTER. 
MILWAUKEE, WISs. 
Messrs. Beriche & Tafel: 

GENTLEMEN—My attention has been called to an article in the 
publishers’ department of your journal, in which you make con- 
temptuous remarks concerning my work and apply disrespectful 
epithets to me. Of the latter offense, I have nothing to say; but for 
the sake of pharmaceutical science I must defend my position in re- 
gard to the new triturations and the new test. Referring to my 
recent circular regarding triturations you say: “An enterprising 
homceopathic pharmacist, who advertises his triturations at about 
half the price that others charge, hit upon an amusing expedient 
with which to supersede a careful examination with a good micro- 
scope. He states that an off-hand way to determine the true value 
of a 2* or 3* trituration of a drug insoluble in water is by simply 
dissolving a small quantity in a drachm or two of pure water, and 
that reflected light could reveal certain cloudiness occasioned by 
the suspended particles of the triturated drug. Now, it strikes us 
that a reliable pharmacist will not sell poorly triturated drugs, hence 
this test will have to be applied mainly to preparations put forth by 
the less reputable pharmacists, by the cheap Jacks among them. A 
man who strives to excel in the cheap prices of his goods, will not 
be over-particular about the purity of his milk-sugar or chemicals. 
And, if the former contain but a small portion of what is said to 
be a common adulterant, STARCH, his 2* or 3* triturations will ad- 
mirably respond to the test proposed by this wiseacre among homeo- 
pathic pharmacists.” 

The test referred to is thus stated in the circular: “To five 
grains of the 1*, 2* or 3* trituration of any ‘insoluble’ drug, such as 
CARBO-VEGETABILIS, CUPRUM METALLICUM, HEPAR SULPHURIS CAL- 
CARIUM, Or MERCURIUS Vivus, add about a drachm of distilled water 


ina clean flint-glass vial and agitate until the milk-sugar is dissolved. 


If the trituration be good—if the pRuG be made of medicine— 
the liquid will have, by reflected light, a colored or a NEBULOUS AP- 


PEARANCE. The cloud is caused by the reflection of light from the 
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minute, opaque particles of the drug, which are too small to force 
their way rapidly through the liquid. If the trituration be imperfect 
—if the pRuG be still ckupE—the particles will fall to the bottom 
of the vial, and the liquid will soon be clear. The condition of per- 
manent suspensibility, called by Hahnemann ‘solution,’ is the goal 
of trituration.” 

While I have probably used the microscope in examining tritura- 
tions as long and studiously as you, and while I hold that this in- 
strument is capable of showing what can be learned by no other 
means, I make the following points in favor of the SUBSIDENCE TEST, 
which I have briefly described above: 

First—The quantity of trituration operated on, being at least a 
hundred times as large as that which can well be displayed ona 
glass slide, there is much less risk of error from the selection of a 
particularly good or bad portion of the medicine. It is well known 
that there is a great difference in different microscopic fields even 
on a single slide in case of inferior triturations. 

Second—The test is particularly useful in making comparisons, 


because several specimens can be examined simultaneously. 


Third—The results can be repeatedly verified by several ob- 
servers. 

Fourth—Any physician or purchaser can apply this test at a cost 
of three cents in money and five minutes’ time; while not one physi- 
cian in five has a good microscope, and not one in five hundred will 
take the trouble to prepare the slides and make the proper arrange- 
ments for illumination and measurement. 

This last feature of the test makes it distasteful to pharmacists 
who do not give full time to the work of trituration. Such houses 
do not want any tests applied. 

The microscopic as well as the subsidence test for fineness 
of drug subdivision, needs to be supplemented by chemical tests to 
determine the purity of the medicine; for it is acknowledged by 
those who have worked longest in the microscopic field, that it is 
impossible to pronounce positively, from simple inspection, in regard 
to the composition of exceedingly fine particles. Your insinuation 
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that intentional adulterations are commonly practiced by pharma- 
cists is, I am happy to say, ill-founded. In an examination of sixty 
triturations obtained in 1886, from fifteen prominent homeopathic 
pharmacists, not one of the samples was found to contain starch or 
any other adulterant which could be supposed to be fraudulent or 
which could interfere with the subsidence test. Strange as it may 
seem, not a single sample was absolutely free from foreign matter, 
and stranger still, the product of a certain house which makes an 
ado about the quality of milk-sugar, stood in the fourth of five 
grades, as regards purity. This was not a cooked-up examination, 
for the examiners were kept in absolute ignorance of the source of 
the individual samples. 

You seem to be in discomfort because I sell triturations cheaper 
than you do. The true reason is, not that the milk-sugar or the 
drugs are less pure, nor that the drug gets less trituration, for the 
contrary is true; but that my facilities for trituration are superior, 
and that I am satisfied with a moderate profit. It is not true, how- 
ever, that all of my triturations are cheaper than yours; for many 
of the 1* and 2* of the insolubles, which you sell at ordinary prices, 
I hold so dear, on account of extra time occupied in their prepara- 
tion, that I do not offer them for sale at any price. 

Now that you have opened fire, I wish to allow the profession to 
judge who is right in the claims of superiority of medicinal prepara- 
tions. To this end, I make the following proposal, the prompt ac- 
ceptance of which will indicate that your professions are founded 
on conviction: 

Let samples of your triturations of insoluble drugs and cor- 
responding ones of mine be submitted for examination to experts in 
chemistry and microscopy, under conditions which preclude the 
possibility of collusion. Let the investigation cover both freedom 


from adulteration and fineness of drug-subdivision. In case my 


preparations fall behind in the greater number of counts, I will 
pay the cost of the examination, and, vice versa, you shall do the 
same. Yours respectfully, 

LEWIS SHERMAN. 
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How to Remove Scars —Scars are always unsightly and are 
often painful or inconvenient on account of their propensity to 
contract as they become older. Dr. Ward, of New York, asserts 
that they may be removed by manipulation, which he directs to be 
employed as follows: “Place the ends of two or three fingers ona 
scar, if it be a small one, and on the margin if it be large, and 
vibrate the surface on the tissues beneath. The surface itself 
is not to be subjected to any friction; all the motion must 
be between the integument and the deeper parts. The location of 
the vibratile motion should be changed every ten or fifteen seconds 
until the whole scar has been treated, if it be of moderate size. 
If the scar be the result of a large scald or burn, the margin only 
should be treated at first; the advances toward the center should be 
deferred until the nutrition of the margins has been decidedly im- 
proved. Only a little treatment should be applied to any one spot 
at the same time, but the vibrations should be repeated as many as 
twenty times a day, but never with sufficient frequency or severity 
to cause pain. If the scar becomes irritable, suspend treatment 
until it subsides. In the course of two or three weeks of faithful 
treatment the surface of the scars of more moderate size becomes 
more movable and will begin to form wrinkles like true skin when 
pressed from side to side. All these changes are due to improved 
nutritition, consequent on better blood circulation—the develop- 
ment of entirely new sets of blood vessels in the cicatrical tissue.” 


TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

That we may make our journal of greater value to our readers 
we will print, for not more than two insertions, three-line notices of 
wants, exchanges, practices for sale, etc., free of charge. 

These notices must be received by the fifth of each month. 


FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE. 


Practice for Sale.—At actual value of office furniture, in a thriving western 
town of 1500 inhabitants. A large homceopathic practice, and only one other 
homceopath in the town. Will stay and introduce successor. Best of reasons for 
selling. Address the Business Manager of this journal. 

For Sale.—Gynzcological chair, with cabinet attachment; cost seventy dollars 
—almost new. Address Editor INVESTIGATOR. 

For Sale or Exchange.—Cabinet battery, 18 gravity cells; cost $125. Address, 
X. Y. Z., to Editor this journal. 
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Selected Recipes for Physicians Prescribing. 


The therapeutic value of selected recipes in pill form, prepared and coated -§ the 
of WM. R. WARNER & Co., for over a quarter of a cent , assures solubility 
and potency of medicinal effect, and commands the attention of the Medical Profession. 


RELIABLE AND PERMANENT 


SOLUBLE COATED PILLS and GRANULES, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WILLIAM R. WARNER & CO., 
1228 MARKET STREET, . . . . . PHILADELPHIA, 








PIL: PODOPHYLLI. Dr. Squibb’s Recipe. (W. & Co.) 


R Res. of Podophyllum 
Alc. Ext. Belladonna 
Powd. Capsicum ° 
Powd. Sugar of Milk gr. 
Powd. Acacia ........ A, ts ae % gr. 
Glycerin and Syrup, 4a q. 8. 


Medical properties, Aperient, Alterative. Dose, usually one pill. 


PIL: ALOIN, BELLADONNA and STRYCHNINE. (W. & Co.) 


Strychnine 
Ext. Belladonna 


Medical properties, Tonic, Laxative. Dose, 1 to 2 pills. 





—SOLUBLE— 
PIL: CHALYBEATE. 
3 Grains.—Dosg, 1 To 3 PILLS. 
COMPOSITION: 


Ferri Sulph. Fe SO,4 } Ferri Carb. Fe CO, 
Potass. Carb. Ke COs Potass. Sulph. Ke SO4. 


As prepared by WM. R. WARNER & CO., Chemists, Philadelphia. 


The above combination which we have successfully and scientifically prepared in 
pill form produces when taken into the stomach, Carbonate of the Protoxide of Iron 
(Ferrous Carbonate) in a quickly assimilable condition. 


PIL: ARTHROSIA. 
FOR CURE OF RHEUMATISM AND RHEUMATIC GOUT. 
FORMULA. 

ACIDUM SALICYLICUM. ExT. COLCHICUM. 

(Salicylic Acid.) (Meadow Saffron.) 
RESINA PODOPHYLLOUM. ExT. PHYTOLACCA. 
(May Apple.) (Poke Root.) 
UINIA. CAPSICUM. 
(Quinine. ) (Red Pepper.) 





PIL: QUINIZ, FERRI ET ZINCI VALERIANAT. 


Recommended forthe relief of Melancholia, Incipient Insanity, and as being’particu- 
larly adapted for the cure of the worry of nervous females. 


uiniew Valerianat. 1 gr. 
; erri xd 1 , 
Zinci sii 


SOD BZ ALD DRUGGISTsS. 
. A physician reports having routed thirteen feet of tapeworm from a child 


tighteen months old, He thinks the baby obtained the parasite by sucking 
‘aw meat, [99] 








CHERRY MALT PHOSPHITES. 


This preparation is believed to bethe 
only Mait Extract continuously ac- 
ceptable to the stomach. The atten- 
tion of those who have ceased prescrib. 
ing other extracts of malt because of 
excessive sweetness is specially called 
to this. 


Cuerry Marr PuospuirTss is a combination of 
Wild Cherry, the condensed extract of the important 
Cereals and the Elixir of the Hypophosphites, Its 
flavor is delicious, and it is medicinally invaluable in 
all cases of General and Nervous Debility, Dyspep- 
sia, Imperfect Nutrition, Impure Blood, Wasting 
Diseases of Children and Adults. It is extensively 
prescribed in European countries, and has received 
the cordial endorsement of the leading practioners of 
this country. 


PRICE $1.00 PER BOTTLE. 


To Physicians not familiar with its merits, who 
will pay express charges, we will send a full-sized 
bottle FREE. 


LIEBIC’S LIQUID FOOD, 


A Concentrated Extract of Beef possessing both 
tonic and nutrient properties. 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE 


LIEBIG PHARMACAL 00., N. Y, 


W. C. JACOBS, Manager. 
ey = i Pee IN L x. 


6 Curvens Faradiec Battery. 
Hinged Rod, pat. Feb. 1, 1870; Hydrostat, 
pat. July 18, 1871; Perforated Spring 
Connection, pat. Aug. 18, 1885. 

The simple construction of this neat 
battery makes it an admirable instrument 
for the practitioner; it has 6 Currents 
varying in intensity. It is handsomely 
encased in a finely polished cherry-wood 
box, with nickel-plated catches and han- 
dle. A drawer is provided for the recep- 
tion of a large variety of Electrodes ac- 

companying this battery. 

t Roller Electrode by which the current 
can be applied without friction, which 
sometimes causes irritation to the parts 
treated in the ordinary way. 1 Electric 
Brush. + Rectal Electrode with bulbous 
end, which can be removed, and 2 Ureth- 
ral Electrodes that can be attached in 
place of the bulb. 1 Electrode for the 
external Os-Uteri. 1 Electrode for intra- 
uterine application. 2 Shells or Tubes 
for holding sponge. 2 finely finished wood 
handles to which the shells, the brush, 
the Rectal and Urethral Electrodes can 
be attached. 1 Foot plate covered with 
felt. 1 pair silk covered battery cords. 


PRICES (NBT) $15.00. 


reer HENRY HERRMANN, »«rscoun" 
Surgical «: and «: Orthopeedical «: Instruments, 


9 West Huron St., - BUFFALO, N.Y. 
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be the Successors to W. H. TIBBS, 
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ng both WE ARE DEALERS IN 


Surgical Instruments, Crutches, 


SHOULDER BRACES, ELECTRIC BATTERIES, 


Fine Drugs, Chemicals and Physicians’ Supplies. 





BUFFALO AGENTS FOR 


THE WILLIAM §. MERRELL CHEMICAL CO. 
The Galvano Faradic Manf’g Co. 


Our Prescription Department is stocked with a full line of goods from the 
laboratory of E. R. Squibb, M. D. All Prescriptions entrusted to our care will be 
prepared with these goods. 





URER OF The willow is being cultivated for its medical uses. The dried leaves and 
bark bring twenty-five cents a pound. One farm in Georgia has four hundred 
nts, thousand willows growing. 











IN ALL COUNTRIES, AND IS INDORSED BY ALL NA- 
TIONAL MEDICAL SOCIETIES THAT HAVE 
INVESTICATED ITS VALUE. 


There never, was an essay read before any Medical Society on Raw Food Extracts, 
except on Murdock’s Liquid Food, and counterfeit manufacturers of Extracts have 
published many of our essays to show the value of their counterfeits. 

Send for Essay and DISCUSSION before the British Medical Asso- 
ciation at Brighton, England, 1886 (Essay), by the Vice-President of the 
American Medical Association and others on the value of Murdock’s 
Liquid Food over all Foods and Extracts known, it being the ONLY 
Raw Condensed Food free from insoluble matter. 


Afso essay read before the American Medical Association at Richmond, Virginia, 
and Washington, D. C.: 











Its value was recognized by the 
| profession from results obtained 
— = the a eetlicke _— that. have 
= 5 ‘% ;| been established and supported 
TT : 


ani : 


by our Mr. A. L. Murdock dur- 
vill MN ing the last four years. 


They now equal 


HTT = m™ (40 FREE BEDS, 
= and contain 38,000 feet of floor. 
Our Liquid Food can be retained by 

ithe weakest stomach. Four table- 

spoonfuls daily, will make eight per 
cent, new blood weekly, When used for infants, never change their food, but add 
five or more drops of Liquid Food at each feeding, and their lost or needed vital- 
ity will be restored in less than thirty days. 


Send for the Report of the Chairman of the Section of Obstetrics of the 


American Institute of Homeopathy, read at Saratoga at the annual 
meeting of 1886. « 


Circulars were.sent by him to all physicians in the United States, asking what 
their experience was with Murdock’s Liquid Food in its use for infants under, as 
well as over, one year old. Then what results, with all the different Milk prepara- 


tions, Grain Foods, Peptonoid Foods and Beef Extracts, compared with Murdock’s 
Liquid Food. 
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The returns show that it is the Sta ge d Food and Extract as . 


the percentage of lives restored was t argest.when used. 


From the fact that no two beeves or sheep are alike i is the reason of out différent | 


brands being different in flavor. 

All brands are made by the same formula. The letter represents the day of 
make, and the figure the tank, ; 

If richer, it is stronger in smell and flavor, and will bear a greater reduction, 
It cannot be reduced so low but it will be superior to all other preparations in 
treating chronic cases. 

If you cannot obtain Murdock’s Liquid Food from your druggist, we deliver, 
free of express, 12 0z..for $1. To any physician that has not used our Liquid 
Food, we will deliver free to the Boston express 12 oz. 


MURDOCK’S LIQUID FOOD C0., BOSTON. 


In a recent inquest in London a physician testified that the’ practice to which 
young mothers are addicted of lying over their jnfants at — cauised the death of 
about five hundred children a year in London alone. 





THE VALUE OF MURDOCK’S LIQUID FOOD:IS RECOGNIZED 
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Rich in Diastase, and in Trypsin. A Pure, Dry product 
from the Pancreas, much used in the Artificial Digestion of 
‘Foods for the Sick, in making Peptonised Milk, Beef, etc., as a 
‘remedy fer se in Intestinal Indigestion. 

It exerts marvelous activity upon Starch and Caseine. 





“This is a wonderful preparation, and I 
have used it so frequently and in so many 
Surgical and Medical Diseases, that I can- 
not but recommend it in this place.” 


From article on Ovarian Tumors and Ovariotomy, by Dr. WM. 
TOD HELMUTH, in ‘‘Homeopathic Journal of Obstetrics,” May, 
1885, page 519. 


FAIRCHILD, BROS. & FOSTER, 


MAKERS OF THE 


Pure Digestive Ferments and Kindred Preparations 


82 & 84 Fulton Street, NEW YORK. 


All the people in the world could be comfortably seated in a field twenty miles 
square, 








M'INTOSH GALVANIC AND FARADIC BATTERY CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF THE CELEBRATED 


Mcintosh Gombined Galvanic and Faradic Batteries, 


Table, Office and Family Batteries, Electrodes, Electric Bath 
Apparatus, Statical Electric Machines, Stereopticans; 
Solar, Monocular and Binocular Microscopes, 


AND ALI KINDS OF 


PHILOSOPHICAL ELECTRICAL APPARATUS. 


Schools, Colleges, Physicians or Hospitals wanting new Apparatus, will do well to favor us with 
correspondence and obtain estimates. Men of scientific experience have charge of the manufac. 


turing department. We employ the most skillful mechanics, and have the largest facilities in 
America for manufacturing. 








We would call the Special Attention of the Medical Profession to our 


Combined Galvanic Faradic Batteries. 


These Batteries are recommended by the Med. 
ical Faculty of Both America and Europe, and 
have been adopted by the United States Gov- 
ernment, for use in Medical Department of the 
Armyand Navy. They are 


The First and only 
Portable Batteries ever Invented 
Which give both the 
Galvanie and Faradie Current. 


TWO DISTINCT BATTERIES IN 
ONE CASE, 


NO PHYSICIAN CAN AFFORD TO, 
BE WITHOUT ONE. 


This celebrated Battery is constructed on an improved plan. The zincs and carbons are fast- 
ened to hard rubber plates in sections of six each; this manner of connecting brings the plates 
nearer together than in any other battery, thus giving less internal resistance. The cells are com- 
posed of one piece of hard rubber, and are made in sections of six each with:a drip-cup, thus one 
section can be handled, emptied and cleaned as easily and quickly as one cell. The drip-cup is to 
receive the elements when the battery is not in use. The fluid can not spill or run between the 
cells, and there is no danger of breaking as with glass cells. This is the only battery in which the 
zinc and carbon plates can be kept clean and always in order by simply rinsing them. ’ 

An extra large cell (with a zinc and carbon element) is added to the combined batteries for 
the purpose of producing the Faradic current. This cell gives as much force-as is ever needed, 
and avoids exhausting the current from the Galvanic cells. All the metal work is finely nickel- 
plated and highly polished, and every part is put together so that it can be easily replaced by the 
operator. Our batteries weigh less, occupy less space, give a current of greater intensity and quan- 
tity than any other battery manufactured. 

Our illustrated Catalogue, a handsome book giving full description of all our goods and 
other valuable information, sent free on application. 


McIntosh Galvanic and Faradic Battery Co, 


300 and 302 Dearborn Street, CHICAGO, ILL. 





The trustees of the Boston City Hospital have granted the request of a peti- 
tion asking that female students of medicine be admitted to the clinics on the same 
footing as the men, 
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TRITURATIONS 


AND 


TRITURATION TABLETS. 


PREPARED BY 


OTIS CLAPP & SON, 


3 BEACON STREET, BOSTON, AND 
307 WESTMINSTER STREET, PROVIDENCE. 





WE desire to call the attention of physicians to our make of TRITURATIONS; 
also to our TRITURATION TABLETS, as a new and convenient method of adgninis- 
tration of this form of attenuation, the use of the Tablet saving to the physician 
much valuable time and labor now occupied in preparing powders, and insuring 
accuracy in prescribing. 

Our TRITURATIONS are made with adsolutely pure sugar of milk (the same in 
quality as we include in our catalogue at 75 cents per pound), This is imported 
by us, and we do not hesitate to affirm that a finer quality cannot be obtained. 

The drugs which enter into their composition are selected with great care, the 
finest and purest in quality only being used. Each trituration is ground from four 
to eight hours, dependent upon the nature of the drug and the quantity used. 

Our TRITURATOR. is the result on our part of much experimental labor and 
great expense, and we regard it as fully equal if not superior to any in use. 


TRITURATION TABLETS 


are made with the simple addition of water and alcohol to any of the triturations 
manufactured by us, from the Ist to the 12th decimal. We also make Tablets 
representing in each, one, two or three minims of a mother-tincture; also one, two 
or three minims of any strength of di/ution; thus preparing a complete set of rem- 
edies in this form of preparation. 

Dosimetric tablets of any drug or substance which can be used will be made to 


order as required. 


PRICES OF TRITURATION TABLETS. 
(Not including those made from exceptional-priced triturations. ) 


Per 1,000 One-grain Tablets, in 
ce 500 se ad oe 
oe 250 “oe oe se 
Per 1,000 Two-grain Tablets, in 
ee 500 oe oe oe 
ia} 250 ee ae oe 
Per 1,000 Three-grain Tablets, in vial 
e 500 e “ec “e 
ce 250 ee oc “es 
Special discount allowed when sold in quantities of 25,000 or 50,000. 


Descriptive Circular, with complete list, sent on application. 





In one of our medical exchanges a physician tells of an aged couple resiuing 
in St. Joseph, Mo., the husband 71 and the wife 65 years of age, who have re- 
cently had an accession to their family—a fine healthy boy. 
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NEW YORK. 
Mention this Journal. 


























MANUFACTURERS OF 


Microscopes, Objectives and Accessories. 


“SAILVGSS Nivua GNV SAU4EN 
(W2O0VEd 'dINOD : WOU : YAS) 
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BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 











538-589 North St. Paul St., ROCHESTER, WN. F¥. 


37 Maiden Lane, 


Paris has a large mortality rate every year from suicides, and drowning is now 
the favorite method. One-fourth of these unfortunates are men over sixty yeats 


of age. 








Complete Catalogue upon Application. 





—=FHomeopathic Supples.— 


Buy your Medicines near Home and 
Save Expense. 


BOERICKE & TAFEL’S PREPARATIONS 
AT BOTTOM PRICES. 


Surgical Instruments, Batteries, Trusses, Crutches, Elastic Stockings, Etc, Buggy and Pocket 
Medicine Cases, Clinical Thermometers. 


WHOLESALE DEPOT FOR CHAMPION TRUSSES. 
Cc. F. PAINE & CO., Rochester, N. Y. 


HOMCOPATHIC SUPPLIES 


CHEAPER THAN EVER. 








SEND FOR SAMPLES AND PRICES. 





In Stock a full line of BOOKS, Cases, Tinctures (indigenous and im- 
ported), Sugar of Milk, Pellets, Vials, Corks, etc. 





Sugar-Coated Podophyllin Compound Granules Parvum: 
I granule, Aperient; 2, Laxative; 3, Cathartic. 20c. per 100; 
I oz. bottle (800), $1.50. 





DIABETIC FLOUR, best - . - ~ 4 lb. packages. 
SLUTEN FLOUR, “ - - -« . - *. & & oe - 





If desired, a fine GILT FRAMED CHROMO of HAHNEMANN, half life size, will 
sent with every order amounting to $5.00. 


BUFFALO HOMCGOPATHIC PHARMACY, 
18 WEST EAGLE STREET. 
H. T. APPLEBY. 








As an injection in gonorrhoea try normal liquid ergot one part, water six parts. 





“ALCOHOL FREE OF TAX” 


We are authorized by the United States Government to furnish Alcohol to be 
used for Scientific Purposes, FREE OF TAX, to Colleges, Institutes, etc. 

All blanks necessary for obtaining Permits of Withdrawal of Alcohol will be 
furnished by us. 





Address: E.N. COOK & CoO., 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 





Golden £2 Grain 


Lp lt 


yO 


GOLDEN GRAIN WHISKEY 


Is distilled from the Best Selected Rye and Barley Malt 
by E. N. COOK & CO., of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Its purity is certified to by Prof. R. A. Witthaus as shown below. It is en- 
dorsed by eminent Physicians throughout the country, and on account of its Purity 
can be safely recommended in cases of Pneumonia, Consumption, Diphtheria, 
Malaria; all Pulmonary Complaints, and cases where any stimulent is required. 


Golden Grain is for Sale by all Leading Dealers. 





CITY OF BUFFALO, 
R. A. WITTHAUS, Orrice oF THE City CHEMIST, 
Professor of Chemistry and City Chemist. LABORATORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BUFFALO, 
Cor. Main and Virginia Sts. 


BuFFAa.o, N. Y., June r1th, 1884. 
Messrs. E. N. COOK & CO.: 
Gentlemen—I have submitted samples of your ‘* Golden Grain Whiskey ”’ to a searching chem- 
ical examination, and find it to bea perfectly pure product, without any foreign admixture what- 


ever. Very respectfully, 
R. A. WITTHAUS, A. M., M. D. 


Prof. of Chemistry and Toxicology, Univ. of Buffalo. 

Prof. of Chemistry and Toxicology, Univ. of Vermont. 
Prof. of Physiological Chemistry, Univ. of New York. 
City Chemist to the City of Buffalo, N. Y. 





It is said that compression of the abdominal aorta will arrest postpartum hem- 
orrhage. 





NOTABLE POINTS 


RELATIVE TO 


LACTATED FOOD. 


IT IS A COOKED FOOD. 

By the use of high steam heat the gluten flour used is partially torre- 
fied. This is done while the flour is dry, and during the process it is in 
constant motion, which insures perfect cooking to every particle. 

Routh says (Infant Feeding, page 380) that by this process, ‘‘the starch 
granules are rendered more separable, the gluten is reduced tu a more 
porous condition, readily acted on by the gastric juice, and as an ailment, 
therefore, is more nutritious and digestible.” 


IT IS A PREDIGESTED FOOD. 

“You state that it is self-digestive as regards the conversion of insoluble 
starch into soluble dextrine and maltose. My experience with it leads me 
to hold that this is correct.” J. MILNER FOTHERGILL. 

IT CONTAINS NO UNCHANGED STARCH. 

By the peculiar process of manufacture every particle of the gluten 
flour is subjected to the action of the malto-diastase, and by it all the starch 
contained is transformed into soluble carbohydrates. 

Professor CARL SEILER says: Examination has proved that all the 
starch granules are converted, as shown by their behavior to polarized light. 
NO CANE SUGAR USED. 

The basis of Lactated Food is the pure sugar of milk made by the im- 
proved process of the American Milk Sugar Co. The great value of this 
article has been shown conclusively. Cane sugar is not used in the com- 
position or preparation of the Food on account of its liability to cause 
irritation by reason of the acetic fermentation which it creates in the 
stomach. Milk sugar never causes this fermentation or irritation. 

IT IS NON-IRRITATING. 

By reason of the fact that Lactated Food is partially digested in process 
of preparation it is assimilated by the feeblest stomach, and no undigested 
particles pass into the bowels to irritate, and thus cause troublesome and 
dangerous bowel disorders. 

IT IS HIGHLY NUTRITIOUS. 

The nutritive elements of Lactated Food are derived from the three 
great cereals, Wheat, Barley and Oats. From the Wheat is taken the 
pure gluten, the most nourishing substance known for the muscles and 
tissues; from the Barley, all the soluble albuminoid and extractive matter 
resulting from the most careful malting; and from the Oat, the strengthen- 
ing properties for which it isso well known. The result is a food which never 
disappoints, and under which the feeble child or invalid rapidly rallies. 


FOR CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

It is the chief reliance of many practitioners, and it is the safest food 
in summer for all young and delicate children. 

Another important consideration is its Jow price, it being much more 
economical than other foods. We make four sizes, selling for 25 cents, 50 
cents, $1.00 and $2.50. A dollar can will furnish one hundred and fifty 
meals for an infant. 

If any physician who has not yet made a trial of the Lactated Food 
will write us, we will send a package of our regular size, postpaid, without 
charge, with the understanding that it will be given a careful trial as soon 
as possible. 

We shall use every precaution to maintain the high standard of this 
food, and to insure perfect satisfaction to the profession in its use. 


WELLS, RICHARDSON & CO., 


BURLINGTON, VT. 








ABOUT TRITURATIONS. 
According to Hahnemann’s rule—one hour to each hundred 
grains—it requires SEVENTY HOURS of continuous work with mortar, 
pestle and scraper to make one pound (7,000 grains) of trituration, 
Experiment has shown that this is the minimum period of tritura- 
tion which will insure reduction of insoluble drugs to a degree of 
fineness with gives a reasonable warrant of therapeutic activity. 

At the rate of $1.00 per day for manual labor, the work of mak- 
ing one pound of trituration would cost $7.00, saying nothing of ma- 
terials and packages. How, then, is it possible for a pharmacist to 
give full time to each trituration and make a living profit in selling 
finished goods at less than $7.00 a pound? It is plain that this is 
difficult to accomplish by honest hand trituration. So, under the 
specious pretense of increasing the TIME devoted to trituration, a 
new rule has been adopted by the “leading ” pharmacists, which al- 
lows 1,000 grains to be made in forty-four minutes, or one pound in 
five hours and eight minutes; thus reducing the cost of the labor to 
fifty-one cents for each pound. (See British Homeopathic Pharma- 
copeia, Ed. 3, page 27.) The American Homeopathic Pharmaco- 
peia goes even further in this reduction of price by throwing off 
all limits of quantity in making the decimal triturations. That this 
error has obtained a considerable following is proved by the fact 
that fourteen “reliable” pharmacists sold, in 1886, MERCURIUS VIVUS 
2* which had not received the equivalent of FIVE MINUTES’ grinding 
according to the method of Hahnemann. 

I have found what I believe to be a better way of getting over 
the pecuniary obstacle to the use of thoroughly triturated drugs. 
By the aid of a two-horse-power gas-engine and improved tritura- 
tors, the cost of making one pound of trituration—one hour to each 
hundred grains—is reduced to seven cents for power and eighteen 
cents for skilled attendance, a total of twenty-five cents for labor. 
This explains how I can reasonably offer certain of these triturations. 
at the rate of : . 

$1.00 for a twenty-ounce bottle containing one pound by weight; 
or, 35 cents for a six-ounce bottle containing four ounces by weight. 
LEWIS SHERMAN, 


171 Wisconsin St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
Send fer list, and mention this journal. 
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Printers of “ The Physicians and Surgeons’ Investigator.” 


BIGELOW BROTHERS, 


PRINTERS: 


COR. PEARL AND SENECA STS., BUFFALO, N.Y. 


TeLtePpHone 605. 





Book and Pamphlet Printing 





Law Cases and Briefs 


PRINTED QUICKLY AND ACCURATELY, 


a 
My 





Job Printing of AU Kinds. 





We make the Quality of our Work our Chief 
Advertisement, but here call attention to 
the Various Classes of Work Done. 


Ee a ee “ —— 


+ESTIMATES OF ALL’KINDS OF PRINTING PROMPTLY FURNISHED<< 

















POST-GRADUATE GOURSE FOR PEUNICIANS 


The Annual Post-Graduate Course for 
1887 in the Hahnemann Medical Col. 


lege and Hospital of Chicago, will open 














April 3 and continue for four weeks. 





This course will consist of two parts: 
(1) Objective Drill on the Various 
Branches of Medicine and Surgery that 











will yield four or more hours of Clinical 





Instruction each day. (2) Two Didac- 





tic Lectures each day on Live and Prac- 





tical Topics, Demonstrations in Surgical 





Anatomy, Urinary Analysis, etc., etc. 





This course was organized exclusively 





for Physicians, and is open to the Gradu- 





ates of all our Medical Colleges. Par- 





ticulars sent on application. 


E.S. BAILEY, M. D., Registrar, 








3034 Michigan Ave. 

















CELERINA 


NERVE-TONIC, STIMULANT AND ANTISPASMODIC. 


FORMULA.—Every Fluid-Drachm represents FIVE grains EACH — Cel- 
ery, Coca, Koia, Viburnum and Aromatics. 


I DICATIONS. — Impotency, Spermatorrhea, Loss of Nerve- Power (so 
esull wit. wyers, Preachers, Writers and Business Men), Nervous Headache, 
Neuralgia, Paralysis, Dysmenorrhea, Hysteria, Opium-Habit, Inebriety, Pros- 
tatitis, Dyspepsia, and ALL LANGUID or DEBILITATED conditions of the 
System.—Indispensable to restore a patient after alcoholic excess. 


DOSE.—One or two teaspoonfuls three or more times a day, as directed by the Physician. 


ALETRIS CORDIAL 


UTERINE TONIC AND RESTORATIVE. 


PREPARED FROM THE ALETRIS FARINOSA OR TRUE UNICORN 


mlQIIOATIONDaWENe lcccericge stern ucermmem Protapene 
»~DOSE.—One teaspoonful three or four times a day. 
Unrivaled as a Uterine Tonic in Irregular, Painful, Suppressed 3 Excessive Menstruation 


IT RESTORES NORMAL ACTION TO THE UTERUS, AND IMPARTS VIGOR TO 
THE ENTIRE UTERINE SYSTEM. 











aay Where Women have aborted during previots Pregnancies, or in any case 
where abortion is feared, tie Aletris Cordial is indicated, and should be con- 
tinuously administered during entire gestation. 


ACID MAN NATE 


A MILD, SAFE AND PLEASANT APERIENT. 
nes Prepared from Manna, Purified Cathartic Acid, and Fruit Juices, aoa 


Cc IONS. Constipation, Biliousness, Congestions, Etc. INDIS- 








PE AB APERIENT FOR WOMEN DU G PREGNANCY. 
teaspoonful doses, 3 times a day, it favors the SECRETION and EXCRETION 
of bile, and gradually removesthe congested and torpid states of the liver, 
and keeps the bowels ina regular and soluble condition. 


DOSE.—ONE or MORE teaspoonfuls as directed by the Physician. 


S.H.KENNEDY'S 


CONCENTRATED EXTRACT OF 


PINUS CANADENSIS 


EYGTE A NON-ALCOHOLIC LIQUID. [WHITE) 
A MOST VALUABLE NON-IRRITATING MUCOUS ASTRINGENT. 
NDICATION .—Albuminuria, Diarrhea, Dysentery, Night-Sweats, Hem- 
ro 


wm ds, ‘use Expectoration, Catarrh, Sore Throat, Leucorrhea, and other 
Vaginal Diseases, Piles, Sores, Ulcers, Burns, Scalds, Gonorrhea, Gleet, Etc. 


When Used as an Injection, to Avoid Staining of Linen, the WHITE Pinus should be Used. ~ 
Recommended by DR, J. MARION SIMS, and other Prominent Physicians. 


RIO CHEMICAL COMPANY,ST.LOUIS. 


LONDON. PARIS 
Samples FREE to any Physician who will pay Express charges, and mention this Journal. 
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Established 15 Years. OBSERVE THE NAME. Beware of Imitations, 


OLDEN’S 


Liquid Beef ‘Tonic, 


ORIGINAL LABEL: 
**Colden’s Liebig’s Liquid Extract of Beef and Tonic Invigorator.” 
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An Invaluable Aid in Medical Practice. 


Differs Essentially from all other Beef Tonics. 


OLDEN’S Liquid Beef Tonic is endorsed by scores of physicians, 
who are growing to realize more and more its importance in repairing, in accord- 


ul ance with the principles of dietetics, the waste which disease entails, 


It consists of the extract of Beef (by Baron Liebig’s process) spirit rendered non- 


injurious to the most delicate stomach by extraction of the Fusel Oil, soluble Citrate of fj” 


Iron, Cinchona, Gentian, and other bitter tonics. An official analysis of this prepara- # 
tion by the eminent Chemist, ARTHUR HILL HASSALL, M. D., F. R. S., and an 
endorsement by the late SIR ERASMUS WILSON, F. R. S., are printed on the label ff 
of each bottle. 

As a nutrient, and a reliable tonic in all cases of debility and weak- # 
ness, Malarial Fever, Anzemia, Chlorosis, Incipient Consumption, etc., it is the best 
preparation ever used. It acts directly on the sentient Gastric Nerves, stimulating the 
follicles to secretion, and gives to weakened individuals that first prerequisite to improve- ff 
ment —an appetite. 
has been employed with remarkable success as a remedy for Drunkenness and the — 
Opium Habit. . 


Its Range of Action Embraces all Cases of Debility. 


In order that physicians may form some idea of the nature of its ingredients, I will 
upon-application in person, or by letter (enclosing a card), send a sample bottle of 
COLDEN’'sS LIQUID BEEF TONIC to any physician ‘in regular standing, in the United 
States. Please‘ask your Dispensing Druggist (if he has not already a supply) to order 
it. In prescribing this preparation, physicians should be particular to mention ff 
‘* COLDEN'S "— viz.» “ Ext. carnis, fl. comp. (Colden’s).” Itis put up in pint bottles, 
and can be had of Wholesale and Retail Druggists generally throughout the United 


States. C. N. CRITTENTON, Sole Agent, 115 Fulton St. New-York, 
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CLENN’S (ONSTANTINE'S 


Sulphur oap. 


It strengthens the nervous system when unstrung by disease, and 


Ai physicians know that skin diseases 
fA. are more orless constitutional, or dependent 
upon some specific poison in the blood, which, if 
eradicated by internal treatment, needs something 
to remove its appearance from the surface. Ex- 
perience has proved that the best ible aid in 
the accomplishment of this end is obtained by the 
use of Sulphur in soap. GLENN’S SUL- 
PHUR SOAP is the best combination ofits kind, 
and the one now generally used. It is for sale by 
all Druggists, at 25 cents a cake, or 3 cakes 


for 6O cents. 


PINE 
TAR goap 


Has been on trial among physicians for very 
many years as a Toilet Soap and Healing 
Agent, and its superior virtues have been 
unanimously conceded in all cases where 
the use of tar is.indicated. Unsolicited 
expressions of its excellence have been re- 
ceived from the Medical Faculty generally. 
IT IS THE BEST TAR SOAP MADE. 
None genuine unless stamped “ A. Constan- 
tine’s Persian Healing Pine-Tar Soap.” For 
sale by all Druggists. 








1 0 § gr. (20 minim), 


ea to Hs omnes, 


Castor we 10 minims to % 


TO mini} 


pr prem 


IN SIZES FROM 10 MINIMS TO HALF AN OUNCE. 


Pat up im boxes of one and two dozen each, and in bulk in boxes ff 





— 


10 Minims. 
SOLUBLE, 


2 12 Grammes. 
COMPRESSIBLE, 


EASILY 


10 Grammes. 
SWALLOWED. 


16 Grammes. 
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over sixty eligible formulj 


Pharmacy has given to medici a 


more elegant method of admini 


drugs, especially those of a bitters 


nauseous character, than the soluble gl | 


tic filled capsule properly made. 





We. say properly made advisedly : 


owing to the great demand for th 


many inferior capsules have been 


upon the market by those having imy 


fect facilities for their manufacture, | 


resultant product being inelastic, insg 


ble and inelegant in appearance, 


many physicians do not properly a \p 


ciate the advantages offered by a high 


elastic, perfectly soluble capsule | i 





quality obtainable. 





At great expense we have perfedl 


oe 


medicinal contents of the very pure 


our facilities. and processes for make 


capsules. and can confidently 


mend our very complete line of this.¢l 


of products to physicians. 





We shall be pleased to send on P 


plication a formule book giving 


complete list of our soluble e 


capsules and other gelatin prod 


DAVIS & CO., 


MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 


DETROIT, MICH 








